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INTRODUCTION

This document outlines the IGNITE Rural Business contest rules (hereafter “the Contest rules’). It
describes the terms and conditions related to the application and functioning of the ICNITE Rural
Business contest (hereafter “the Contest”)

PARTICIPATION & ELIGIBILITY

a. Startups can enter the competition by applying online for free.
b. Any startup throughout the US can apply and become an applicant (hereafter “the Applicant”).
c. Applicant(s) must be legally documented citizens of the United States.

d. The Startup (represented by the Applicant(s)) must be less than 5 years old (with 10 or less employ-
ees) at the date of the Grand Finale.

e. The Applicant must be a minimum 18 years of age.

f. If chosen as a contest winner, the Applicant agrees to locate their business within the Great Bend,
Kansas area for a minimum of 5 years.

g. Employees of the Organizer, its affiliates, subsidiaries, advertising and promotion agencies, and
suppliers, (collectively “the Employees’), and immediate family members and/or those living in the
same household of the Employees are not eligible to participate in the Contest.

h. By participating, the Applicant agrees to be fully and unconditionally bound by these rules, and
represents and warrants that it meets the eligibility requirements. In addition, the Applicant agrees
to accept the Organizer's decisions relating to the Contest as final and binding.

i. The Organizer has the right to verify the eligibility of each Applicant. Entries that are incomplete or
do not adhere to the rules or specifications may be disqualified at the sole discretion of the Organiz-
er.

J. If the Applicant uses fraudulent methods or otherwise attempts to circumvent the rules, its sub-
mission may be removed from eligibility at the sole discretion of the Organizer.

APPLICATION PERIOD

a. The application period deadline is July
1,2025.

REGISTRATION PROCESS

a. Applicants can register online for free
by submitting the application compo-
nents at www.ignitekscom

b. The online application must include re-
sponses to all mandatory areas included

in the application file, which also includes
the acknowledgment of these Cuidelines.
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c. Applicants must complete the Application form in English: any part of the application that is not in
English may not be taken into account.

PRE-SELECTION PROCESS

a. Up to 25 applicants will be selected to engage in a one-on-one meeting with a business plan-
ning professional.

*In this phase, the business planning professional will assist in strengthening the applicant's business plan. The
business planning professional will then assess all of the businesses on innovation, creativity, and long-term
business strategy and viability.

p. The first round applicants will be responsible for covering their travel, food and accommoda-
tion costs should they incur them.

SEMI-FINALS & GRAND FINALE

a. Up to ten (10) applicants who are chosen after completing the pre-selection process will be
deemed “Semi-Finalists” and will be paired with a business mentor and then asked to meet one-on-
one with the ICNITE Rural Business Jury.

b. The Semi-finalists will be responsible for covering their travel, food and accommodation costs.
c. During the Semi-final interviews, the Semi-finalists will be provided ten (10) minutes to present
their company and to convince the members of the jury of the merits of their business concept. Ev-

ery pitch will be followed by up to ten (10) minutes of Q&A conducted by the jury.

d. Each Semi-final Winner (up to (5) hereafter "the Finalist(s)") will enter the Grand Finale (October 9,
2025). The Finalists will receive a formal invitation to pitch during the Grand Finale.

e In the case of a winner of the Semi-final being disqualified for any reason, the next best Semi-final-
ist may be asked to enter the Grand Finale.

f. Potential Finalists must continue to comply with all the Guidelines of this Contest.

g. The Finalists will be responsible for covering their travel, food and accommodation costs.

h. During the Grand Finale, the Finalists will be provided ten (10) minutes to present their company
and to convince the members of the Jury of the merits of their business concept. Every pitch will be
followed by five (5) to eight (8) minutes of Q&A conducted by the Jury.

i.In case the winner of the Grand Finale (hereafter “the Winner”") is disqualified for any reason, the

Organizer may grant the Win of the Grand Finale to the next best Finalist. The Winner of the Grand
Finale and this Contest needs to comply with any and all local laws and regulations.

COMPOSITION & MISSION OF THE JURY
a. T'here are separate juries for the different categories, the Semi-finals and the CGrand Finale.

b. Every jury is composed of experts from the private and/or public sector with relevant business ex-
perience. The jury memlbers will be selected amongst the companies and associations participating
N the initiative.

c. Therole of the category juries is:
to evaluate and grade each Applicant's documentation
to select Applicants for the Semi-finals.
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much through the different phases of interviews, and the night of the finale was incredibly memorable

“The IGNITE competition was exhilarating, scary, and so much fun all at the same time. We learned so
for us.” Brittney Bailey, 10-39 Cafe

COMPOSITION & MISSION OF THE JURY CONT.

PRIZES

a. The winners of the Semi-final round wins:
one (1) place to pitch at the Grand Finale

b. The Winner(s) of the Grand Finale wins:

$50,000 — Grand Prize
$30,000 - Runner up
$10,000 — 3rd Place
$5,000 — People’s Choice

PRIZES CONT.
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PRIZES CONT.

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY
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AMENDMENT

a. The Organizer reserves the right, in its sole discretion, to cancel, terminate, modify or suspend the Contest
should fraud, force majeure or other cause beyond the Organizer's control corrupt or affect the administra-
tion, security, fairness, or proper conduct of the Contest.

b. The Organizer reserves the right, in its sole discretion, to disqualify any Applicant/Semi-finalist/Finalist
who tampers or attempts to tamper with the entry process or the operation of the Contest or violates these
Cuidelines. The Organizer has the right, in its sole discretion, to maintain the integrity of the Contest. Any at-
tempt by an Applicant/Semi-finalist/Finalist to deliberately damage or undermine the legitimate operation
of the Contest may be a violation of criminal and civil laws. Should such attempt be made, the Organizer
reserves the right to seek damages to the fullest extent permitted by law.

LIMITATION OF LIABILITY

By applying, the Applicant/Finalist agrees to release and hold harmless the Organizer and its subsidiaries,
affiliates, advertising and promotion agencies, partners, representatives, agents, SucCessors, assigns, em-
ployees, officers, and directors from any liability, illness, injury, death, loss, litigation, claim, or damage that
may occur, directly or indirectly, whether caused by negligence or not, from: (i) the Applicant's/Semi-final-
ist's/Finalist's participation in the Contest and/or its acceptance, possession, use, or misuse of the Award or;
(i) technical failures of any kind, including but not limited to the malfunction of any computer, cable, net-
work, hardware, or software, or other mechanical equipment; (iii) the unavailability or inaccessibility of any
transmissions, telephone, or Internet service: (iv) unauthorized human intervention in any part of the entry
process or the Promotion.

PERSONAL DATA

a. The Organizer does not collect personal data other than that which Applicants voluntarily provide on the
welbsite (hereafter “the Website") or in the Application (ie. name, first name, contact details including email
address, function and organization, texts, altogether the "Personal Data"), neither when they pre sign up for
the Contest nor submit their application.

b. Personal Data collected on the Website or Application file will be processed by the Organizer for the fol-
lowing purposes:

communicate with the Applicants/Semi-finalists/Finalists and provide them with the information
requested;
: processing of access, rectification and opposition requests, and other rights with respect to Personal
Data;
claims and litigation management;
contact the Applicants for marketing purposes to provide them with information about similar
events organized by the Organizer or one of its partners.

c. The processing of the Applicants/Semi-finalists/Finalists' Personal Data is necessary for the Organizer to
provide them with the services they requested, as well as to enable the Organizer to organize the Contest.

d. Applicants/Semi-finalists/Finalists’ Personal Data will be processed internally by duly authorized persons,
within the limits of their respective attributions.

e. Personal Data may also be commmunicated to the Organizer's data processors (including IT service provid-
ers) and external services providers such as web developers, marketing solutions providers, to the strictest
extent necessary and subject to the existence of contractual guarantees to ensure the security and confi-
dentiality of the data.

f. The Organizer undertakes to implement technical and organizational security measures to ensure the
protection of Applicants/Semi-finalists/Finalists' Personal Data against the risks associated with the use of
information systems.

g. The Organizer applies generally accepted security standards to help protect Applicants/Semi-finalists/

Finalists' Personal Data. However, no method of transmission over the Internet, or of electronic storage, is
100% secure. Therefore, the Organizer cannot guarantee the absolute security of the Personal Data.




PERSONAL DATA CONT.

COMMUNICATION

GUIDELINE UPDATES

SIGNATURES
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We look forward to being a part of your business journey.
ADDRESS PHONE E-MAIL
3111 10th Street (620) 796-2407 director@gbedinc.com
Great Bend, KS 67530 WwWw.igniteks.com
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