SEED APPLICATION
Strengthening Entrepreneurship & Economic Development
Program Overview
SEED helps people in Southeast Kansas explore a business idea or start a new business. You will work on your idea, learn useful business skills, meet other local entrepreneurs, and get help from mentors and coaches.
Your idea does not have to be complete. You do not need a business plan to apply.
	What is a pre-launch/seed-stage business?
A pre-launch or seed-stage business is a business idea or a very new business. You may still be deciding what to sell, who your customers are, or how much things will cost. You may have made a few sales, but your business is not yet steady or fully up and running. You do not need a business plan, business license, sales, or past business experience to apply.


Participants Who Complete the Program Will Receive
$1,000 grant funded through HBCAT’s Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Kansas Pathways to a Healthy Kansas and Kansas Food Action Network
Mentorship and coaching
Hands-on business experience
Regional connections and potential feature in Rural Connect
Section 1: Applicant Information
	Full Name
________________________________
	Business or Idea Name
________________________________

	Email Address
________________________________
	Phone Number
________________________________

	City
________________________________
	County
________________________________


Section 2: Tell Us About Your Idea
Short answers are fine. We want to learn about you and your idea. There are no perfect answers.
1. What is your business idea? What would you sell or what service would you offer?
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
2. Who would buy from you, and why would they want or need what you offer?
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
3. Have you taken any steps so far? It is okay if you have not started yet.
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
4. What would you like to do with your idea in the next 3–6 months?
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
5. How would you use the $1,000 grant to help your idea or new business?
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
6. Why do you want to join SEED? What kind of help would be useful to you?
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
Section 3: Program Commitment
Time Commitment & Participation Requirements
Weekly one-hour cohort sessions through the SEK Catalyst program with weekly homework
Up to three mentor meetings per month
Participation in one-on-one help and business support
☐  I understand the time commitment and agree to participate.
☐  I understand that funding is distributed upon successful completion.
Section 4: About You (Optional)
Do any of these describe you? Check all that apply.
☐  Woman-owned     ☐  Minority-owned     ☐  Low-income     ☐  Rural-based     ☐  First-time entrepreneur
7. Is there anything else you want us to know about you or your business idea? You may leave this blank.
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
Section 5: Sign and Submit
☐  I certify that the information provided is accurate.
☐  I agree to participate in reasonable follow-up and program evaluation.
	Applicant Signature
________________________________
	Date
________________________________
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